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TheEpiſtle Dedicatory. 


To the Right Worſhipful Zobz 
Aanſer, t:ſq; Mayor of the City 
of Norwich. 


, $I Rz 


Hin | what is wow {cat Abroad) was Preachca 
bef.re you : Tre hearty Zeal which you ſh-wedt 
t'0 thefe Truths thin D.two ea, \ 111. (09 ſome 
of them, ſuch as are mot very plezſing to 
F!. uy, and B/ood) maik's m: really Believe, you ſavory thy 
Th:ines of God, and Prefer them, before whatſocver cr 
may Concer yer, tn this. World: This hrarty « £4!) 
which you thn Teſtifiea by your thearful Attention, at 
the time of the Delivery of them, and your kind Appro- 


W--- bation of th:m afteriwa ds , with 1our carncjt Re queſt to 
| me, ( though a4 MICEON SH Omer to yeu } that thi migh! 


be made Fnvlict, is, an{ ever will b», a piblict Tefſt:- 
mony of your wnqueſtionable Loyal”: Vorr iſasms juds- 
ins the Publication t' er "oy, mich! be Beneficial not only to 
your City, in particular, but to the whole Nation, in Ge- 
neral, and for that end, deſirii2 the Publication of 


+ 6 Sore Cie 


| / 

} thim. 

4 In Obedience therefore to your Deſires ( as you were 
f pleaſed to Fintitle thim } which were to me Commanits, ' 
4 as I ſhall ever wo upon the, that I may (bew by My 
? own Pradtic: , how Real I was, bs what { acliverea, 


COncerntng the acielſity of Oveartnce, to the lawful 
Commani4s of our Sup?rtours, ( contrary ts my own tIn- 
clinations, if ever Appeariiig to the publics Eye of the 
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"The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


World) I have neverthcleſs herein readily Obeyed you : 
Heartily wiſhins , that your Hopes of its being Advan- 
tagious, to the publick Peace and Diet of this Nation, 
may have their delired F fect. ' Towit, 

That Chriſtianity, axd Loyalty, God's Right, and 
Colars aus, ( which Heawen tt ſelf hath Joyned tope- 
ther) may newvir, by any one, who pretends himſcif a 
trur Sn of the Church of England, thit is, a Pro ef 
fer and an Abettor of th: Antient, Catiolick, Apoſtolick 
Deotrine and Frad ce, which were tn thife Particulars, 
very Fminent in the Primitive Chriſtians « 1 ſay , that 
ſax may never ( uR ler what Jprrcons Pretences ſoever ) 
eo about to part theſe two aſunde.. This, as it was the 
{ntent of me, when T firſt Peuned and Preachea this Diſ- 
courſe, So ts, and ever ſhall beprayed for, 


q ol 


By, 
Your Worthips Humbly Devoted 


Tichwel, April 
28, 1676. in all Holy Endecavours, 


Fohn ( leaver. 
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TiTus 3. part of the firſt Verſe, 


Put them in mind to be Subjef fo Print ipalities and Pow. 
ers,.to Obey Magiſtrates. 


Acn I hid ({cnouſly contidered wich my (c1f, of theſe 
\ A manifold exgraordinary Milcrics and Miſchicts, to 
which this hoful Iiland hath of late years been ſub- 
ject : How many bliad Sts and Schiſfins, ro the Ter- 
ror- of our (cives, and* Amazement of Furtcign Nations , hath 
ſprung up amongſt us z What Rendings and Divilions both in 
Church and State, what an huge heap of Calamitics befallen us 
through Innate Difcords ; When with a {ad Heart 1 had ponder- 
ed on theſe things, it put me upon a ſober Inquiry intv tie Spring 
and Original of thefe Evilsz where F foand upon mature dclibe- 
ration, that though many might be Afigncd, yet this appear'd to 
me, as one chicf Cauſe or Ground, that S-:ltiſhaels and Pride of 
Heart, which generally reigns in Men, (I wiſh 1 had not Reaſon 
to (ay in the Mcn of England eſpecially ) whereby all Subje&iun, 
though to never ſo Lawtul Authority, becomes Burdenlome, and ' 
iscry'd out upon as Intolerabte. Hence thoſe ordinary Clamours, ' 
Noiſes, and Janglings, with which this Iſhad daily rings a free- 
dom from Government and Governours, ( which is the crue Eng- 
liſh of a Toleration ) Liberty of the SubjeR 'pretended, Entla- 
ving of Church and State intended 3 Care for teader Conſciences 
premiſcd, and induction ot Errors, Schiſms, Hereties, Uproars, 
Confuſion, and D-ſolation deviſed 3 which occationed that Speech 
of the Learned and Meek Mr. Hooker, long fince 3 Give me the 
Hearts of all Men humbled, and there is nonght which can diſturb, 
the Tranquility, Peace, and Happineſs of the whole World. 

'Tis Pride of Heart, a corrupt licentioufneſsof Spiritza deſiring 
to be like Geds our fclyes, to be Subje@ tono Law; no Rule, no 
Government, to be at our own Diſpoſe, our own Liking, which 
ſets Men on to oppoſe cither Church or-State : This made Man 
at- firſt fall out with his own Happineſs, and to this day is the 
Source . of the greateſt Evils which Mankind labours under. 

When Pride hath gotten the Heart, to (ct up it ſelf and its own 
way-for a Rule, neither Law of God or Man can fo over-ule "oo 


ig; 
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but fhat it Equivocates with the one, and Defpiſeth the other. 
The (ad cxpericnce of theſe things, hath of late years been too 
"mu manifclted amongſt us, when Men Who own them[elves for 
Chri(tians, living under Chriſtian Governours, ſhall Quarre] with, 
and cry out againlt the Chiefs*of Church and State; neglect their 
Commands, light their Injunctions; oppole thcir Laws, difpute 
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\ ſtion what (oever is Authorized by them > as if we lived not under 
a Chriltian Prince, but under ſome Heathen, or Atheitt ;' Nay, 
it mult argue ſomewhat worſe, for the Primitive Chrittians ever 
hg!d themſclves bound in Conſcience, to obey their Lawtul, thongh 

Heathcniſh, or Athcittical Supcriours, OO. 
Strange thereture is the Ignorance, ( (hall I ſay ) or the Impu- 
dencc of thoſe Perſons, who have not been aſhamed, lately to Pub- 
liſh to the World, that Subjecion and Obedience to Sovergign 
Princcs, as God's Viceg:rents, as his Deputies, as his Anvintcd, 
i5 forſooth a Novel Doctrine when it isclear from this and many 
other places of Scripture, that it is nv other Doctrine, than what 
Was tauplit BY the Apottics tcmiiives nay, which was not only 
tlie coultane Doctrine of the Primitive Chritttans, and Martyrs, 
but in thuſc Days, the Glory ot the Chritian Church, and that 
whereby in a ſpecial manuer Chriltianity it felt, at firſt gained 
ground UPOn a Heathen Worid 3 to wit, by the rcady Sub) ion 
and Obudience of the Profcffors of it, to the lawful Comniands 
of the {cveral Princes under whom they lived, Yet this very Do- 
Etrince now, it ſore Nen may be Credited, mult be looked uy on, 
as a Laud an Peviſes a Ew picce of Divinity, never heard ©t in 
former Ages, and nut now embraced, or received by any Cliux- 
chcs in Chriſfeadum, but only amongſt fore few of our cwn Nati- 
on 5 and t9 would bear thc World in hand, as it it were the picu- 

lar Folly of the prclept Enylilh Clergy. 

Thc Cafe being thus, I hope it will not appear to you cither 
Impcritncnt, or Unſcafuniblet tor the clearing of our Mother the 
Church trom thoſe Calumnics which are cait upon Hcr, and tor 
the xe:ping you trom thoſe Starcs which arc laid tur you, to th:w 
you the Antiquity of this Ductiine from St. Payu!, who by char. 
ging 7 ze, charged us allo, To put you in mind, to ve Subjeci to 
Princioaluies and Powers, to Obey Magrates. 

+ In che 5ormer, part of this {pitiicy the Apolite-had been very 
Carcnil, that Tit is the diſcharge of his M uitterial Furdtion, 
ſhould propound the fevcral Othees and Duties of Chyilianity 
unto (oval Eliatcs and Conditions of Mcn:; In this Chapter he 
would have him, teach more Generai or Pubitck Dutigs, which 


their Precc;'ts, and* inſtead of yeady -Subjc<ction to, call in Que- | 
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corcernno one: Eftate| moxer than another; but all Chriftisns©f 


what Eſtate or Condition foever they be: One of thechiet of the(e, - 


is that in my Text Tiras muſt ntrucall Chriftians:1inder himjn 


their Duties towards Magiltrates, ''F ſhall not'be curious in divi- 


- ding the words, twothings areconfiderable in them-- 


I. The manner of propounding the! Counſel, : or prvitg the 
Command; Put them bn mind. Ont nt 3 cm Tear 

II. Tho ſubfance of the Command it folt 476 b-9ieHjets to' Pri 
cipalities and Powers, to Obey'Mariitrates; rr 

Firſt, The manner, Put them in mind + That is, let it be thy fre- 
quent and ſpecial care, fo put all Chrittians under thee in mind, 
to yield all honett Obcgdience to the Kings and Governours under 
whom they live. The Apotile ſaith not, Speak; or Teachxthis, or. 
Exhort them to this > which Terms he had often uſed in this E pi- 
file bctore : But, Put them in mind; Yo rf ive aoTSS Ti me- 
mmriam reduc audientibs , Bring, it-again to their remembrancs, 
as Grotixs well expounds its The word in thc Original, properly 
fignifeth, to rccal a thing paſt to mind. A thing, I f1y, though 
formerly well cnough underticod, yot for the j refcar ferbotrent, 
or at lcalt not duly conlifered. © Thus we find the word uſted, 
Litke 22. 61. Peter remembred the word of th? L»rd. Titans is hee 
enjoyned two things, 

1. Tocall back into their minds, an ol4 D»>4rine, rot what 
they had newly learned ſince their becoming, Chriſtians; but what 
Nature and Reaſon had taught them long betore,to wit,” To be ſub- 
jet ro Principal ties and Powerga truth that they had then wo neceſ- 
tity of bcing Taught any further, than to 1-t them ugderſtimd that 
Chriſtianity had not taken oft thoſe Ovligations' from Believers 3 
Subjecion and Obcd-ence to Sovertign Authority, bejngno fall 
part of thc Chrilitans Duty 3 a Debt lo uit, ard (© well in thole 
days known to bt fo, that the Apoftle with Reathn {uppolſcth, 
noze con'd be Ipuorant of; only hfgcauic Mn generally arc not 
{o forward to patorm knoxp Duties a5 they fhould bez hetaw it 
needtal they thoul * be fom*times upon all jutt ocealions Admge 
niſhed and Remi: did thercot by their Teachers, 

2. Titus 15 liere commanacd, to Inculcate, or beat ofren upon 
this Point, and that for weighty Reafons 3 

Firlt, Becauſe Men generally arc ambitious of Lberty, incwile 


ting, it Luſt, or Pride of Heart be liftocd toy toe hubjett eaby - 


Yoke, whether of God or Min, cvcr ready to think one Min as 
g950d as another, and with Coray to lugge#; thc very Mhles ard 
Aaron takes too much upon him, 


$00 dy, 


: 


4 "3 "Sas; bl 
- 


N DR, LT FRY = « © 4 
HIP, SDOUDIEILS DULL 


Secondly, Becauſe the diſperſed Fews (of whom there -was no 
ſmall n r at that time ” Crete ) —_—_ _ uma, 20 Tem- 

1 Priviledges 3 as brobam, t erple, the .Law, &c. 
And ever hebthey nes fioop to the Authority of the Gentiles, 

Thirdly, Becauſe the Chriſtians at that time, both of Jews and 
Gentiles, fiood as much upon Spiritual Priviledges, not thinking 
it ſufficient to be ſet free from the thraldom of Satan, and bondage 
of Sin, and fo to be made Spiritual Kings unto God and the 
Lamb3 unleſs by a boundleſs ( Chriſtian ) Liberty, as they (up- 
poſed, they might be at their own hands to do as they liſted. 

Theſe may be ſome of thofe Reaſons, wheretore St, Paul enjoyn- 
ed Tits, to remind the Chriſtians under his charge, of their Sub- 
jeRion and Obedience to Principalities and Powers, So much of 
the firſt Point, the manner of propounding the Counſel], or giving 
the Command ; Pat them in mind. 

Secondly, The ſubltance of the Precept it (clf : In relation to 
which, I ſha)! ſpeak, 

Firſt, Of the Duties required, which are two : Subjcdion, 


Obedience. 


» Caly. Inſtit. 
(tb. 4+ Cap, 20, 
Sed, 23+ 


Secondly, Of the Perſons, to whom they are due, from whom 
they are due. 

Firſt, Of the Duties, SubjeAion and O'edience. The difference 
between theſe two, I take to be this : 

I+ That by Subjetion, is meant, Honour, Reverence, and 
ReſpeR, to the Perions whom God hath ſet in Authority over us, 
Put them in mind to be Subjeq;, that is, make them to know and 
to acknowledg their own Station; that they are below, the Ma- 
giſtrate by God placed above them ; and therefore that they ne- 
ver go about to uſurp cicher that Power or Honour, which be- 
longs not to them : But contrariwiſe, pay to the Supreme Power, 
that due Honour, Reverence and RelpeR, which by the Laws of 
God and Nature, are required from Iiyteriours to Superiours., 

2. By Obedicnce, I take tobe meant, a free voluntary readineſs 
of Mind to yield to, and to Execute whatſocver lawtul Command 
of a Superiour. This may be coulidered as a Conſequence, or an 
EffeQ of the former. For where there is a Conſcience of Subje- 
Qtion, there will be Chear'ulncls in Obedience. This Duty is 
well expreſſed by * Mr. Calvin, thus, That with ready and willing 
Mind, Subjefis diſcharge the Duties of Obſervance and Obedience 
towards their Soveraigns » whether it be in Obeying their Edifts, or 
in paying Tribute, or in undergoing Publick Offices, and Employs \ 
or in whatever elſe ſhall be commanded them by the Authoricy, Thus 
far ev © Mr. Calvin himſclf goes ; But I ſhall rathcr chule to cou- 


clude 


ed by the Spirit of God, ( who knew beſt how to temper His Law with 
the mixture of what ws Poſſible to s,and Honeſt in it ſelf ). That as 
Servants ſhould be Obedicnt to their Malters, and Wives to their 
HusvDands, and the Church to our Lord, and Dilciples to thcir Pa- 
{tors 3 fo ſhould We alſo be Obcdicnt to all Higher Powers, not 
only tor fear of Puniſhment, but alſo tor Conſcience ſake. | 

Secondly, The ſecond confiderable in the ſubltance of the Pre- 
cept, 1s, 

oy The Perſons, to whom theſe Duties belong, namely to all 
Magittrates, which are here diltr buted into two ranks, Principa- 
litics, Powers. By the former, we underſtand ſuch who have Pri. 
mary, and Plenary Power under God, ard by this their proper 
Power and Authority, have an abſolute Command within their 
ſ.veral Dominions3 ſuch are (e/ars, Kings, and Chief Governours 


in Free-States ; The latter fignifieth (ach as excrciſe Delegated Au- * 


thority, that is, Hold trom thoſe Higher Powers; and ſuch are all 
Infcriour Officers, whether in Church or State; who have no 
Authority to A in any publick Buſineſs, but what they reccive 
from the Supreme Magiſtrate» 

Thus we find Governours ranked into Kings, and thoſe that arc 
in Authority under them, 1 Tim. 2.2. And into Kinzs, and thoſe 
that are ſent of them, 1 Pet. 2,14 We may indeed, cvery 
where obſerve, where the Scripture enjoyns SubjeAion, that this 
Subjecion implys in it, a ſubordination or orderly Subjzeion, to 
every one in his proper Rank and Degree. This was the Centuri- 
ons acknowledgment in the Goſpel, that he was a Man fet unger 
Authority, yet fo as he had Souldiers alſo under him, who were as 
Obedient to his Commands, as he was to the InjunQions of I's Ste 


Diſcipline, is of that Nature, that many things muſt be fimp!y c:j.yur 
ed by the (ollonels and Captains, and if hen ©ommands ae give 
out, it be alliwed the Common Souldiers, to diſpute and queiltin them. 
Obcdience faling, Government it fclf mull tall to the Ground : 
Neither dnth this only hold in the Camp, but in the Church, and 
in the State, This kind of Subordinatioa muſt neccMarily be 
obſerycd, 
2. The Perſons, from whom thcſe Ducs are to be paid. This 
1: ſoon decided : The Perſons (olvant, are all Chriſttins in general, 
without any cxception, bur of the Supreme Magitlcate himiclt; 
B Clergy 


clude this, with that gencral Rule of Obedience, which is recom- 
mended to us, by * Gregory Nazianzen, in theſe words : This is * Greg. N42, 


one of our Laws, and of thoſe Landable ones, moſt excellently Ordain topple 


perculſas, 


ty, 


I 


pcriours: I ſay wnto one go, and he goeth, &c. * AS Otho fpoaketh * Tc. HY! 
in Tacitus, The Authority of Generals, and the Rigour of Military © 


Obſerv. I, 
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Clergy as well as Laity 3 all who are under Authority, the Apoſtle 
ircludcs all, in the word &uTs5, Pat them in mind: That is, all 
Inferiours Every Soul muſt be ſubjeft to 2be Higher Powers, Ha- 
ving thus far explained the ſubject Matter of the Apoliles Com- 
mand, I procecd to the Obſervations arthing out of 1t, 

Chriliian Religion deſtroys not Government or Civil Authority, 
but Ratiticth and Confirmeth it, They were Chrifttians whom 
St. Pau! enjoyucd Tiras, to remind of 'their Subjection and Obedi- 
encc to Mapilirates- And the Chriſtian Souldiers ( of whom the 
main Bulk of Julian the Apoltates Army confilted } did not revolc 
from him,as he had done from Chrilt 3 but ever held themſclves ti'd 
in Conſcicnce,as well to render nnto Ceſar,the things that are Ce- 
{ars, as unto God the things that are Gods, Of which, thus St. 
Auguſtine, * when they came to the Cauſe of Chrilt, they would 
acknowl:dg no Lord but Him that is in Heaven, when he would 
have them to worſhip Idols, and to offer Incenſe, they preferred 
God bcfore him : But when he faid, go forth to Fight, Invade 
ſuch a Nation, they preſently obeyed, They diſtinguiſhed their 
Ecernal Lord, from their Temporal, and yet were ſubject to their 
Temporal Lord, for his fake that was their Lord Eternal. The 
Reaſons for this Obſervation may be thele : 

Without Order, there is no living in a Publick Society, becauſe 
the want thereof, is the Mother of Confuſion z; whereupon Divi- 
fion of neceſſity followeth, and out of diviſion, Deſtruction, The 
Apoſile therefore giving inſtruftions to Publick Societies, requireth 


' thatall things be Orderly done : Now Order can have no place in 


things, except it be ſettled amongſt the Perſons, that ſhall by Of- 
fice be converſant about them andit things and Perſons be Or- 
deft, this doth imply that they are diſtinguiſhed by Degrees, for 
Order is a gradual Diſpoſition z the whole World conſiſting of 
parts ſo many,ſo different, is by this only thing upheld. He which 
framed them, hath ſet them in Order. The very Deity it ſelf keep- 
eth and requireth for ever this to be kept as a Law, that where- 
ſoever there is a Coaugmentation of many, the Loweſt be knit to 
the Higheſt, by that which being Interjacent, may cauſe cach to 
cleave to other, and (o all to become one. 

2. The Kingdom of Chrilt is not of this World, his Authority 
divideth not civil Inheritances, his Scepter ſwolloweth not up ( as 
did Aarons Rod the others ) the Scepter of worldly Monarchs 3 


Non eripit Terreſftria, 
Dui Regna dat Celeſlia. 


His, 


Ls. 


His Weapons are not Carnal, the Keys of his Kingdom are no 
Temporal Juriſdiction. Our Saviour himſelf long ſince, reſolved 
this, in that good Confeſboa which he Witneſſed before Pontixe 
Pilate, when he plaiuly declared, That bis Kingdom was not of this 


IWorld. Whereupon St. Augaſtine* makes this loud Proclamation, * $. 4»g»/. 
Hear Fews and Gentiles, bear Circumciſion , bear Uncircumcifion, 11 Evan, Fo- 
hear all Earthly Kingdoms, T hinder not your Government in this World, him. 


my Kingdom is not of this World. 

3. One Ordinance of God doth not Aboliſh another ; the Laws 
of Chriſt in his Church, bring not in Lawlcfne(s into the Com- 
mon-wealth 3 nor is God, the God of Order in the firit,: and the 
Author of Confulion in the latter ; For one Ordinance of God to 
deſtroy another, would argue want of Wiſdom in God the Or- 
dainer : The very thought whereof is Blaſphemous. The Ordcrs 
therefore of Chriſt in the Church, never were intended to bring 
Confution to Pablick Socicties : Nay, on the contrary, for the 
Churches ſake ( which he loveth ) he keepeth. Order, and main- 
tains Government in Common-wealths, that his Church, whillt 
it isa gathering in the World, might find ſate Harbour therein 
that this Dove of Chriſt, might have a place where to (et without 
danger, the ſole of her Foot : The Inference from the tirſt Obſer- 
vation may be this. | 

If Chriſtian Religion confirms Civil Authority , then the way 
to bring Men to be truly Subject, and Obedient to their Superiours, 
is to. Plant the Goſpel amongſt them 3 to take care for the powerfyl 
Diſpenſing of it, fo that it may prevail upon the Hearts and Con- 
ſciences of the People, by bringing them to a through Conviction 
of the neceſſity of Obedience, 4n relation to-the Command of 
God, Fer where there is not this through Conviction, rarcly, if 
ever, are Subjeion and Obedience truly paid. The World ha- 
ving for many Ages found, how vain a thing Law and Authority 
is, where there is no ſenſe of Religion, or any tie upon the Con- 
ſcience acknowledged. Religion is the greatclt Binder to Obedi- 
ence, without which all Politick Courſes fail, and are found by cx- 
perience to be too weak. There is no fuch King-cratc, as the wile 
Managing and Eſtabliſhing of Religion: It is not Power, it is 
not Wit that caa (till, ſubdue, and keep under, a Rebellious Ge- 
neration, without the Power of the Word in their Conſciences. 
They who fear not God, will not long be afraid, either to ſpeak 
evil of, or to oppoſe Principalities and Powers. Good Men will 
not be bad Subj<4s, nor will bad Men be conſcientiouſly Good 
ones 3 Peſimus quisgue aſperrime Redorem patitur, was Salujts Ob- 
ſervation». The worſt of Men do of all others, with molt Re- 
| B 2 pugnaucy 


Grounds I, 


Ref. | 
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p:gnancy admit a Governour : The fear of God is the beſt foun- 
dation of Ohedicnce to the Magiſtrate. | 

To this purpoſe, remarkable is the Order preſcribed by the Apo- 
fil, Fexrr Gd, IHmonr the King, 1 Pet. 2.17, The like we 
tov ler in Solomon, Prov. 24 21. My Son, fear thou the Lord, 
a": the Kinzs, Mn way from a principal of Policy, forbear to 
epoole the Mapiltrate as a danger but only from a principle of 
Cort. tne, Call icy abhor it as a fin ;: What a force have theſe 
words in 1 Ret2tous Ear, Submit to every Ordinance of Man, for 
re Lords foheg 

Whatiocvr S f-Intoreſt, or Pride, or Latt, may Dictate other- 
wile, the dcclzrition of Gods Will to a truly pious Soul, is the 
end of a'l Strife . The diſcovery that ſuch or ſuch a courſe, hath 
tia apainlt God in it, is enough for a real Chriltian. The threats 
of a thouſGnd Giobcts, or ter thouſand Hc!ls, will not be fo diſ- 
(iv ilive : The hight Tatereft therefore it 15 of Governours, to 
Advance, Settle, and Eftabliſh Rcigion. 

Every Chriltian, as a Chriſtian, by the rules of his own Reli- 
gion, 13 bourd to yield Subj:Ction and Odredience, to the Hipher 
Powers, For thc better Exqlaining of this, two things would 
be cpencd : 

Firſt, Whercin they ſhould. Secondly. Wherefore they ſhould. 

Fiitt, Wherzin they ſhou'd: Every Chrittian is bound to take 
heed to the Mouth of the King in all things, to far forth as he hath 
Power t© Commard. The Civil Magiſtrate 15 the Father of our 
Podys aftcr a ſort, ard ſo of all our outward Man. Hcence two 
G:ounds of great moment mult be concluded, 

That every Chriſtian ought to Obcy all poſſible Commands of 
his Supericurs, which are not againſt the Law of Nature, or the 
[aw of God : The People an{wered oſhna, All that thau Com- 
mandeft we will dv, whetherſoever thou ſendeſt us we will go; only 
the Lord thy God be with thee, Joſhua 1. 16, 17. So far as God is 
with our Prince, and his Commands arc no prejudice to the Su- 
preme Ordinances of God fo far every one cf his Subjects docs 
certainly owe him Obcdience. That the Chicf Magiſtxate hath 
this Power, in Civil Attairs, js indiſputable. The great- Queſti- 
on is, Whcethcror no in Church Afﬀairs, he hatiy a Supreme Au- 
thority? I an{wer, Such a Power mult be granted him, which I 
prove by thcle Reaſons, 

The care of Religion muſt necds belong, to the Supreme Mapi- 
ſtrate, becauſe Religion is the great Inſtrument of Political Hap- 
pineſs. And vunricts the Supreme Power, hath a Power, to man- 
age and conduct Religion, to take care that it be rightly Ordercd, 
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the Supreme Power hath not ſufficient, to defend it ſelf ; Becauſe 
the experience of Mankind, and natural Reaſon teacheth us, that 
nothing is ſo great a Security, or a Ruine to a State,as the well or 
ill Adminiſtration cf Religion. And if Religion be the greateſt 
preſerver of Kingdoms, it ought to be Governed by the Hands of 
thoſe, whoſe Othce it is to prelerve them. 
The,Guidance of Religion, 1s neceflary to the Supreme Power, Reaſe 2. 
becauſe without it,he cannot in many caſcs Govern his People. For 
befides, that Religion is the greatelt Bond of Laws, and Conſci- 
ence the greateſt Endearment of Obedience, and a Security for 
Princes, in Cloflcts and Retirments, and their belt Guard againſt 
Treafons : It is alſo that, -by which the Common People can be 
carried on, to any great, or good, or evil Defign. And there- 
fore Livy obſ:rves of Numa, that to Eftablith his Government, he 
firſt ſetled Religion. Rightly judging, that nothing was more 
Powcrful, cither to lead a People on Gently, or' to drive them on 
Furioufly, than to Imprint in them the fear of a God, 
Chift in Heaven as King, Reigns over all the World, for the Ref. 3. 
Glory of kis Father, and the good of his Eleq: Now ic is ccr- 
tain, that Chriſt hath made Deputies of this his Kingdom ; for all 
Power bcing given to him, as the Great King there can be no 
juſt Government on Earth, but what he Appoints. The Govern- 
ment is upon his Shoulders, and all the Earth is his Inheritance, 
and therefore from him all Juſt Government is derived. Now as 
it is maniteſt, that Chriſt is the Fountain of all Kingly Power, fo 
it is manifeſt that all this Power is Delegated to the Kings of the 
Earth; For by Me Kings Reign, ſaith the Wiſdom of God. And 
it is one of his moſt Gracious Appellations, that He is Prince of 
the Kings of the Earth. Hence that of Atbanaſis, + Chriſt ta mg te 
king bis Throne, bath Tranſl 1:4 and Given it to boly Chriſtian Kings, © TC 
to retury them back the Houſe of Jacob. Now if Chriſt by his * 
Kingly Power, Governs his Church, and Chriſtian Kings are his 
Deputiesz then are they alſo the Supreme uunder Chrilt, of the 
whole Government of the Church. : 
. If David ordered the Courſes of the Levit-r, with the Solem- Reaſe 4+ 
nicics of the Publick Worſhip of God in his times if |Solomwan put 
Abiathar from the Pricſthood 3 if Fehbu , Hezekrab, and Foftab, 
reform'd Religion, pulled down Altars, burnt G:9ovcs, dcltroyed 
the Worthippers of Bzal, and reduced the Religion of th: God of 
Wracl , What reaſon can there be, to deny tis Power to bclung to 
Chriſtian Princes ? » 
It was the (cnſe of Antiquity, that all Chriftan Princes had Reaf. Go. 
this Power 3 and therefore that Chriſt would call Chiidian Princes 
to 


Certainly they have ſuch a Power 3 concerning which I thus con- 
ceive. Eccletialtical Laws are of two forts : 

Firſt, Such as preſcribe the Matter of the true Worſhip of God, 
with the whole ſubſtance of Church-Goverament 3 which are all 
the Laws of Chrilt made to their hands. 

Secondly, Other Ecclcfiaftical Laws, that remain for the Su- 
preme Powers to make, which are likewiſe of two ſorts. 

r. Edicts, for Authorifing and Commanding the execution of 
the former Laws, for the Building and Repairiug of the Church, 
chat it may be a lovely Spouſe of Chriſt. In which ſenſe, I take 
thoſe words of the Reverend 1ſidore of Sevil , The Kingdom of 
Heaven doth many times receive Beauty, and Increaſe, from Earthly 
Kingdoms 1 in nothing more, than by the Regulating, and well Or- 
dering of Gods Publick Worſhip, according #0 the Laws of Chriſt, 

2. Such Conſtitutions as are Circumſtantial, and in things meer- 
ly indifferent which may vary, according to the variableneſs of 
Times, and Diſpoſitions of Churches : And here the Magiſtrate 
hath Power to make Church-Laws of his own, fo as the Rule of 
the Word be not Tranſgreſſed concerning Sings indiffcrent. Se, 
Bernard deſcribes this Power of the Prince, thus; Some zhjngs are 
purely Good, and ſome purely Evil, in theſe no Obedience is due unto 
Men ;, for as much as the former is not ts be Omitted, although they 
ſhoutd be Forbidden; mor the latter committed, although th. y ſhould 
be Commanded. But between thele, there are certain middle 
things, which in reſpe& of the Manner, Place, Time, or Perſon, 
may be both good and evil. In theſe the Law of Obedience takes 
place. Inthings of .this kind, we muſt not prefer our own Minds, 
before the Pleaſure of our Maſters, In the performing of both 
theſe Laws, Kings and Queens are called Nurfing-Fathers, and 
Nuling-Mothers to the Church. 


For 


THY, GO YLLLIEF SES b , "—— 

For reſolving of the former Point, namely, That ſecing Kings Grewnd, 2. 
are of Power to do what they liſt, although not ever, Lawfully, 
in the regard of the Laws of God and Nature, yet fafcly, in re- 
ſpe of their Subjects 3 who may notviolently refilt their Perſons, 
or oppoſe their Proceedings : For who ſhall ſay unto a King, what 
doeſt thou ? An this regard they may, and ſometimes do Command 
unlawful things, and Inflict grievous and heavy Burthens unjuſt- 
ly: Whether mult Subje&ion be yielded to ſuch, or no? I an- 

{wer. 

Whatſoever is Commanded by thoſe whom God hath (ct over 
ns, either in Charch, Common- wealth, or Family, which is not 
evidently contrary to the Law, and Will of God, ought to be of 
ns, received and Obeyed no otherwiſe, than as if God himſelf 
had Commanded it; becauſe God himſelf hath Commanded us 
to Obey the Higher Powers, and to Submit our (clves to their 
Ordinances, Say it be not well done of them to Command it 3 
What is that to thee ? ( ſaith * St. Bernard ) Let them look to that * St. Bery, 
whom it concerns, do thou do what is thine own part faithfully, and Ep'/t. 7. 
never trouble tby ſelf further. For as the Father well notes, Gods 
Vicegerents mult be heard and Obey'd in all things,which are not 
manifeſtly contrary to the revealed Will of God. I anſwer again, 
It is never lawful to Reſiſt, or to uſe any Violence againſt a lawful 
Magiſtrate, for this were to riſe up in Arms againſt the Ordis 
nance of God, and conſequently to fight againſt God himſelf. 
This the Apdſile cxpreſly affirms, He that reſiſts, refiſts the Ordi- 
nance of God : He doth not fay, he that doth not. Obey, is dif- 
obedient to God for that's not always true, ſometimes it is nee 
| ceſſary not to Obey. 

. Asit happened to the Captive Fews under Nebuchadouozar, and 
to the Apoſtles under their Princes ; they could not Obey God and 
them too: And then the Caſe is clear. ' But they who could not 
Obey, could Die, could go into the Fire, could ſuffer Scourgings, 
and Impriſonments. This was their & pc, their great San- 
Fuary z they Obeyed where they could, where they could not, 
they would be ſure to lie down under the burden, which they could 
not carry : For though in ſome Caſes, it be lawful not to Obey, 
yet in all Caſes it is neceſlary not to Reſiſt ; wherein we can, that 
is with ſafe Conſciences, we muſt Obey, wherein we cannot, we 
muſt ſabmit to the Power, 

The Practice of the Primitive Saints, may further confirm us 
in this great truth : For it from the plain words of Scripture, we 
deſcend to the DoQtrine and PraQtice of the Church of God, we 
ſhall eyer find that the Ancient Chriftians, when they were _— 
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of all Tempted and Perſecuted, when they were deſpightfully 
uſcd, ſpoylcd of their Goods, Tormented , Tortured , and bar- 
barouſly Murthercd, yet ever held it unlawful ( though they had 
Power ſufficient ) to reſiſt; This was generally a nowledged 
and maintained , univerſally agreed upon , univerſally practiſed 
and taught, that let the Powers ſet over us by God, be what they 
will, we muſt Obey them where we can, where we cannot, wc 
mult ſubmit, and never go about by Violence to right our ſelves. 

Tertullian boaſted with Confidence, that when Piſſeunius Ni- 
ger, in Syria, and Claudius Albinu, in France and Brittany, rc- 
bclled againfi Septimuuus Severus, (a bloody and cruel Emperour } 
and pret<1:ded Piety, and the Publick Good yet none of the Chri- 
Rians joyncd with Either. The Theban Legion, in the eighteenth 
year ot Diocleſian, ſuffered theralſelves to be Cut in pieces, fix 
thouland fix hundred fixty lix in number, by Maximianus the Em- 
perour : No Man in that great advantage of Number, and Pro- 
vocation, lifting up his hands, except in Praycrz they laid down 
their Weapons, Praycd, and Dicd in order. When Julia was 
Emperour, an Apoſtate from his Religion, a great Periccutor of 
the Chriſtians, and who by his Cruclty, brouzht the Common- 
wealth it ſelf in danger, though his Army did moſtly contitt of 
Chriſttans, yet they had Arms for him, but none againſt him ; 
The particulars are many, which to this pur;ofe, might be 
brought from Antiquity, but I forbear. Proceed we now to 

The fecond thing in the ſecond Obſervation, Wherefore Chri- 
ſtians muſt be Subjc&t and Obedient to the Powers ſet over them 
by God? The Reaſons wherefore, are fully and plainly ſet down 
by St. Paul, and by St. Peter. By St. Paul, Rom. 13. As 

Every Soul muſt be ſubjef} to the Higher Powers, becauſe there is 
2:0 Power but of God. The Powers that be, are Ordained of God. God 
is the Author of all Jult Power, We muſt look upon the Ordi- 
nance of God, whatſvever the Perſons be, Commillion they have 
from Him, how Heatheniſh, - Atheiſtical, or Superſtitious ſoever 
they be. Let the Perſon of the Prince be never fo Accurſcd, his 
Power is of God cven Pilates Power was of God, by our Savi- 
ours own Teſtimony, though he Armed it againſt his Perfon ; 
3nd therefore our 1 Bleſſed Redeemer ſubmitted him(ſclt to that 
Power 3 even He-could ſay, To meis given al Power in Heaven, 
and in Earth. It is not dur fears, nor our jcalouſics for the Fu- 
ture (ſuppoling them never fo well grounded ) whether they 
reſpeRt the. Subjes Liberty, or the Proteſtant Religion, our Jew- 
cls, and jaltly too3 and yet as. made ule of, the prime Incentives of 
tac late Rebelliqu ; I ſay, therefore it is not our Fears, nor our 
wo | Jealoulics 


Jealouſies, upon theſe or any other accounts, which will cver 
excule us before God, for our negle& of the preſent duties of 
SubjeRtion and Obedience, to Principalities and Powers: 
We mult leave thoſe great things to that Providence which Go- 
verns the: World, and look todo our own part, in that relation 
to that Authority which God hat Over us. 

We muſt be Obedient, Gaith St. Paul, becauſe h: that refiftetb Reafe 2. 
tbe Power, reſifteth the Ordinance of God, oppoſeth+ God, whoſe 
Miniſter the Prince s. For (ccing it hath pleaſed the Almighty | 
God, to appoint ſuch Order amongli Men, namely, that they | 
ſhould be Managed, and Governed by the Magiſtrates Authori- | 
ty, He that reufiech the Magiltrate, rcfifteth the Ordinance of | 
God , oppoſeth violence.to Gods Commiſſion, Irea'us * adds * tre. L8. 5. 
this Reaſon by way of Confirmation, By whiſe Command they <4: 24. 
are born Men, by bis Command they are ordained Kings, Of the 
ſame mind was Tertullian 4 after him, Thence is the Emperour, + Tertul, Apel 
rhence be was « Man, b:fore be became an Emperour \ thence bath cap. 30, It; 

he bis - Authority, whence be bad bis Breath. | 

We muſt be ſubjef, faith St. Paul, becauſe God bath armed the Regf. ; 
Powers which be hath Ordained, with,a Sword of Jnjtice and Re- : 
venge» The Overturners and Oppoſers of lawful Magiſtracy, 
have found their Calamities to ariſe ſuddenly 3 An evil Man 
Seeketh only Rebellion , therefore a cruel Meſſenger ſhall be ſent againſs 
him, Prov. 17. 11+ It hath been obſerved by ſome, that molt, 
if not all thoſe whom the Scripture mentions, as Oppugners of 
Magiſtracy, have been Puniſhed by rviolent Deaths; God not 
vouchſafing o much as a Reprieval to a Death-bed : As Corab 
and his company , Athaliah, Abſolon, Foab, Sheba, Adonijab, 
with many others, may prove» Although therefore the Power 
of Rulers have Terrour in it, yet we mult not hate them as hate- 
fal Perſons, or oppoſe Violence to Violence, as againſt Thieves 
or Wild-Braſts 3 for they are by Gods Appointment, a Ter- 
rour®but only to gvil Men, and for the Good, and Protecion 
of go8d Men : Which leads me to the fourth Reaſon, | | 

We muſt be ſubjed, faith St. Paul, becauſe it is for our Good, Reaſe 4: 
that we ſubmit unto the Magiſtrate. *He is Gods Miniſter for 
Good; that is for the Publick Good, uifer which thine is com- 
prchended. This is-the molt contiderable part of the Magi- 
{trates Office, and for which we are to account our (elves haps 
py in him, that God hath ſet him over us, to Sccure and De> 
fend us, to help us to a peaceable Poll: ſion of all GodeSther Bee 
nefits z which are all nothing to us, if we may not enjoy thera 
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him that would defile Wife #nd Daughter, to-ſettle_every Man 
under his own Vine, and under his own Fig-Tree, that with- . 
good Hearts and chearfulnels, we may, ſerve our-Gad, And 
therefore Xſchylus, rightlyqggrms Obedience to lawful Authori- 
y, the Mother of Felicity. Aud, Phils the Jew, the belt and-moſt 
profitable thing in our whole Life, Hence-was it, that God com- 
minded the Fewr,Fgr.29.7. to ſeck the peace of the City, whether 
he had cauſed them to be carried away Captive 3 and to pray un- 
to him for it,becauſe in the Peace thereof,they ſhould have: Peace. 
Upon this account, Plutarch in the Life, of Themjſtocles, (peak- 
ivg of a King, terms him the Livin _ of that God, who 
preſerveth all things. *Tis for the Subjects good, that Princes 
.are {ct over them 3 and generally it is their own fault, if there 
be any thing formidable in them. 

IWe muſt be ſubjeft, ith St. Pant, becauſe it is neceſſary, The 
neceſſity being apparent, from the Nature of the thing, and 
the Cemmand of God : And therefore, ſaich Sexeca, 4 Natura 
comment eſt Regem ; Nature her ſclt, at fix/t found out a King, 
What would Nations be without Government ? But ſo many 
Dens of Wild-Beaſts. A lively repreſentation of this, we have 
from the old Perſians, who for hve days together, after the de. 
ceaſe of their King, permitted the People to live Lawleſs, that 
after the expiiiintt ff the Slaughters, Rapines , Robherics, 
and other Ourrip committed 1 that ſhort Interval, they might 
learn to hold their Kings in more high cltteem, To this purpoſc 
amongſt the Hebrews,- that of Rabbi Hanaziab ( one of the 
chief Prieſts ) js much remembred : Pray for the Peace of the 
Kingdom, for if it were not for fear of Authority, every one would 
ſwallow down quick bis Neighbowr. Alike 1s the ſaying of the 
Heathen Orator, * Jithout Government, neither Houſe, nor City, 
wor Nation, nor Mankind, #'r Nature, nog 4be World it ſelf gould 
ſabſift. If the Magiſtrate were not a God to Man, Man would 
ſoon prove a Devil to Man.3 violent and bloody Men, fear not 
Hell ſo much as an Halter., And though the fear of the Magi- 
_ ſavcs not their Seals, yet many time hath it ſaved our 
Ives. , | | | 

We muft be (ubje&, faith St. Paul, becauſe God bath bound our 
Conſciences #20 it» Our Obedience is due, not only for fear of 
Pyniſhmegt fromthe Magiſtrate, for it is poſlible for a cunning 
proſperous Offender, or Rebel, to avoid that, but in Obedience, 
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to the Conſtitution of God : We muſt needs be ſubjelt; not only 
it for Wrath, but for a 20s ſake. From hence we judg, 
ih of the Perverfenels of fome in theſe days : When the Apoſile 
'S commands them to Obey for Conſcience fake, they can Diſobey, 
and that for Conſcience ſake too. - He chargeth them upon 
their Conſciences to be SubjeR, and they preten their Eonlci- 
ences to free them from Subje&ion. But we have by woful ex- 
perience learned, what kind of Men theſe are, who'pretend Cgyi- 
{cience, for thcir not Qbeying the lawful Commands of their Su: 
perjours : The tenderneſs of their Conſciences hath not hindred 
many of them from an open Traiterous cartiege, and Rebcllious - 
oppoſing the Power ordained of God, Grotiws upon my Text, 
Fiving the Reaſon why St. Paul o (triftly enjoyned Titus, to re 
mind all the-Chriftiaos under his Juriſdiction,” Of their Subjefti- 
ou and Obedience, 10 Principalities and Poxpevs, tells us ; Valde 
J__ ſemper fuit Creta : .The Iſland of {reve was ever very 
Seditious.. - 


Mutato nomine, de te, 
( Anglia) narratur.—— 


Ireland in ber Rebdlions hitherto, hath not, and it is to be fear- 
ed for the future, is not like to come ſhort of Crete. 
We muſt be ſubjed, faith St. Paul, becauſe whoſoever doth wot Rea. 7. 
Obey where he may lawfully, and whoſoever doth in any caſe reſiſt, 
ſhall receive Damnation to bimſelf, both here and hereafter. Here, 
upon the ſtock of Fear, for what the Magiſtrate can do to him 3 
hereafter, upon the account of Conſcience, as he muſt anſwer it 
to God : For both for Fear, and for Conſcience, we muſt Obey, : 
in goad things and lawful, and we mpſt not refiſt any : Whoſo- 
ever doth, though he may eſcape the hands of Mcn, yet he ſhall 
ſurely partake of that Puniſhment, which belongs to-ſo Sacrili- 
gious a Contumacy 3 the Wrath and Judgment of Gd apper- 
tains to him. This is the ſubſtance of St. Pauls Diſcourſe, 
Rom. 13. ' 
' The Reaſons which St. Peter gives, whercfore we muſt be 
Subje& and Obedient to Sovercipn Princes, are in brief theſe : 
.You may find them in 1 Per. 2. 13, &c. Submit your ſelves to 
every Ordinanc of Man for the Lords ſake 3 that is upon his Com- 
mand, and for his Honour. Theſe Ordinances being Grds Or- 
dinances, ordained by Him, ſubmit therefore to,them, tor his 
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nit, for this is. well-duing : Submit, fot by ſo doing you ſhall put 
to ſilencehhe Ignorance of fooliſh Men: | 
Why fooliſs ? Becauſe there cannot be imagined a greater Fol. 
ly, than to charge the Profeſſion of it, or the Dofrine of Chri- 
ftianity (which utterly cbndemneth theſe diſorders)with the con- 
trary praQtice bf the Profeflors :; Meaning, that fince the Enemies 
of Chriſt are apt to ſpeak evil of youz. glad would they be if they 
a juſt occalion to accuſe you, for not being Obedicnt'to Go- 

vanment-. And ſome there are amongſt you, who are God 
knows very ignorant, and therefore foolithly pretend the libercy 
and priviledges of. Saints, again(t the intereſt of Obedience. 
The mouths of theſe Men truti be ſtopped, and you muſt ſub. 
mit to Kings and their Dcputics, that you may pleaſe God, and - 
confute the Adyerſaries. This is the ſumof St. Peters Reaſons. 

If; any yet remain unſatisfied, or deſire ſtronger, or greater 
Reaſons, for.their Subjetion and Obedience to Sovereign 
Princes, than theſe brought by the two chict of the Apoliles. 
It is not becauſe they are not perſwaded of the true Ground, 
and neceſlity of Obedience 3 but becauſe Luſ, or Pride of Heart, 
or ſome ſuppoſed worldly Intereſt, ſets them on to oppoſe Go- 
vernment and Governours. For my own part, I. thiok it vain 
to add more Reaſons of my own, after theſe Ditated by the 
Spirit of God 3 and a greater folly it would be in me, to ima- 
gine, that where theſe prevail not, mine ſhould, | What I have 
tarther to lay at preſent upon this Subject, ſhall be by a few ap- 
plicatory Infcrences. ws d 

That you readily and willingly be ſubj<& to, and obcy what- 
ſever thall be lawtully enjoyncd you, by che Supreme Autho- 
rity of this Nation, and by thote that are in Authority under 
him 3 not ouly out of Fear for what the Authority can «do to 
you, but for Conſcience (tke ; For be 'ye well affurcd, let your 
pretences to the contrary be what they can be, ( luxpoſing the 
Injun-<tions lawful ) it you do otherwiſe, you lin again(t an 
Ordinance of God, becauſe the Powers ſet over youare of God. 
It is true, Government is an Ordinance of Man, in regard of 
the'SubjeR, it being born by Man 3 in regard of the Objc, it 
being employed about Men in regard of the End alſo, it be- 
ing tor the good of Men ; yet not 10 regard of the Conſtitution 
cr invention thereof, which is only from God. 

And therctore Parew, (thoygh no great Friend to Monarchy ) 
upon thoſe words of the Apoltle, Submit. your ſelves to ever 


Ordinance of Man, for the Lords ſake 3 whether it be 40, the King, 
| #5 
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# Supreme, &c. S0 we Tranſlate the words 4 but ncarcr the 
Original, that Text may be Tranſlated chus, Be ſubjeti therefore 
zo every Humane Creature. The word Creature ( faith Parews ) 
uſed in that Text, leads us to the conſideration of God, the 
Prime Author of Magiſtracy 3 for though Magiſtrates are ſaid 
to be Creatcd, that is, Ordained by Men, yet the firſt Cregtor 
of them, is properly God alone; to whom all Creation doth 
Primarily appertain. So clear is the Divine Right of Kings, if 
we will believe @ Perſon who was no ways ati&ed to them, 


notwithltanding what hath Becn (ſuggeſted to the contrary by 


diſaffteed Perſons. 


That you would take ſpecial notice of this Apoſtolical Pre- Infer. 2. 


cept, how it lays an Injunction upon all Miniſters, frequently 
to remind their People of their SubjeRian' and Obedience, to 
Principalitics and Powers. A duty very neccſſary to be often 
urged upon you, even as things now fland 3, for though it hath 
pleaſed Almighty God, out of his infinite Mercy and Goodneſs, 
contrary to our deſerts,and above our expeRations,after ſo many 
years of wild Diſtraction, and Bloody Rebellion, to ſettle this 
Nation, in (ome degree of Peace and Quietne(s; yer the Heart- 
burnings, Diſſ:agions, Aninoſities, Sets , Scþiſmaticks , He- 
retiaks and Atheijts, which innumerably (warm among us, 
ready upon the firlt opportunity, to unite for the Ruine of both 

hurch and” State, are too apparent. And therefore when the 
Overſecrs of Chiilts Hock, (hall in the fulfilling of their MI- 
niliry, often urge this Duty upon you, that they be not for 
this, @nworthily Calumniatcd by you as Time-ſervers, Cryers 
up of the preſent Government, for Gain, Preferment, or any 
other Worldly Intereſt ; but rather that they be highly Efteem- 
ed of you for it, as Mcn fearing God, and therefore Exhor- 
ting you to the fear of the Magiltrate3 as Perſons labouring for 
your Good, watching for your Soyls, as knowing they muſt 

ive an Account, and therefore endeavouring in the diſcharge 
of their Duty, ſo to work every good Duty in you, that when 
they ſhall come to give up their Accounts, they may do it with 
Joy, and not with Grief, for that would be unprofitable tor 


ou. 
: That you beware of ſuch who oppoſe, or ilcight the pre- 
ſent Eſtabliſhed Government, whether of Churchor State, and 
ſide not with them; bur rather look upon them, as a Genera- 
tion of Men, that are the greateſt Enemies to the Peace, Wel- 
fare, and Happincſs of this Nation ; Becauſe. it MdEny 


Infer. 3. 


* St, Anep. Con- 


feſ. Lib. 3. 
Cap. 8, 


"Lhe Subfects Duty, 


be neceſſary, then is it neceſſary that we Obey it ; for there is 
nothing in the World, a greater diſtraction to its own Ends, 
than the reſiſting of Government. As Zenophon well obſerved, 
He that oppoſeth bis General, or Prince, oppoſeth his own Safety. 
And therctore * St. Anuguſtine aſſures us, It is a Covenant, that 
all Men have agreed in, to be Obedient to tbrir Kings 3 though 
th: T Cruel, thwgh they be Unjuſt, and Unreaſonable, let them 
be what they will. They are Superiour to us, we have nothing 
todo, but ſomething to ſuffer, we are to leave it to God to 
remedy us, when He pleaſethz ll then, we muſt do as well 
25 we can; St. Paxl intimates this, in that Exhortation of his, 
1 Tim. 2. 1,2, Texbort, that Prayers and Supplications be made 
for all Men, for Kings, and all that are in Authority, that we may 
lead Diet and Peaceable lives, in all Godlineſs and Honeſty. 
Plainly implying, that the Security and Peace of Societics, de- 
pends upon the Power and Authority of Kings, and of Perſons 
in Eminency and Truſt under them. And therefore without 
breach of Charity, we may 4, ups our preſent Diſſenters, as 
Men weary of the Authority, becauſe weary of all the Bleſſings 


and Comforts of Peacez who are dcfirous to throw down the 
Pillars, that they,may pull down the Building upon their own 
and others Heads : The Happineſs and Satety of the Subjects 


depending upon the Authority,, and Security of the Prince. 

Many pretences they have for Exempting themſclves from 
Obedience 3 their chick oneis this, It takes away their Chri- 
ſtian Liberty, whereas there isnot any thing further from Truth, 
than that becauſe of Spiritual Liberty, Chriſtians ſhould b& free 
from civil Subjecion 3 for as this Liberty ( let them manifeſt 
it as they pleaſe) exempts them not from Obedience to the 
Commands of God 3 {o neither doth it exempt them from Obe- 
dience to the Magiſtrate, ordained of God. Nay, fo far are 
the lawful Commands of Aythority from oppoſing Chrittian Li- 
berty, that they rather Advance it : For true Liberty ſtands in 
the chuſing of Good, and rejeQing of Evil, and this is fur- 
thered by the righteous Commands of our Superiours. 

In a word, Mcn may pretend the Laws of the Realm, and 
the Conſtitutions of the Church, to be great obſtacles and hin- 
drances to Holy Duties. They cannot (ſerve God, as hc hath 
commanded them 3* they cannot do their Souls that go0d, nor 
edihe their Brethren, as their Con(ciences ties them, and other- 
wile they would, and could do. Thus, their erroneous Con- 
ſciences may Dictate to them, but the truth is, as the Apoſtle 
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in the latter part of this Verſe, informs us : Subje&ion and Obe- 
dience to Principalities and Powers, are (© far from being a Let, 
Hindrance, or Obſtacle, to any real good Work, that the way 
to be ready to every good Work, is to be ſubjeR to Principalities 
and Powers, to obey Magiſtrates. 
To conclude, my well Beloved, in our Lord and Saviour Je- 
*us Chriſt, ſecing we are compaſſed about with ſuch a Cloud of 
Witneſſes, from the Unerring Word of God, from the conſtant 
Pra&tice of our Forc-Fathers 'in the Faith, let us run with Pa- 
tience the Race that is (et before us :, Never let us grudg at that 
Authority, which God himſelf hath put into the Hands of our 
Dread Soveraign 3 but readily and willingly to Obey all his law- 
ful Commands, duly conſidering whole Authority he hath. 
And never may the Spirit of Sedition fo far miſlead any of us, 
as 0 liſten to, or give heed to thoſe lying Vanities, which arc 
Broach'd and ſent Abroad on purpoſe,to {ct this unhappy Iſland 
once again, a floating into Civil Blood, Oh! never, never, 
may thoſe Seeds of Schiſm and Sedition, which are deſignedly 
ſcattered and ſown, ( like the Tares of the Evil one) to ſpoyl 
the Harveſt of your Peace and Plenty 3 find any kind entertain- 
ment, or take the leaſt rooting in your Hearts. But Jet us, re- 
membring always how many, and how great Obligations we 
lie under, faithfully Serve , Honour, and humbly Obey our 
King in God, and tor God, according to his blefled Word and 
Ordinance, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, who with the Fa» 
ther, and the Holy Spirit, Liveth and Rcigneth, ever one God, 
World without End, Amen. . 


Sol: Deo Gloria. 


